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“Agent 89 and ‘Underworld Informers’ Shown Together 


t 


‘double-bilil, both of them 


stealthy scrambles, couldn't ' 


be more opposite in treat~- 
ment, “Agent 8%,” sure 
‘enough, is still another take- 


-off on the James Bond yarns, - 
' ‘starring Dirk Bogarde as a. 


rather dim-wited civilian air- 


‘ily whisked to .Prague for | 
Intelligence _. 
‘snooping. The other half of - 
- yesterday's bill was “Under- 


‘some. British 


.world Informers,”’ not nearly 


‘as flat as that title sounds. - 
- The. two ‘titles, in fact, . ™ 
most precisely peg the tone °. 


and content of each. feature. 
.We'll take little No, 2, The 
‘bigger, more expensive one— 
‘Mr. Bogarde’s vehicle—is a 
slick, bland shuffling of drol- 
ilery and suspense, not espe- 
‘cially new, at least by now, 
‘nor really funny. Most of the 
‘yeal- fun: comes from the 


‘mouth of Robert Morley, as, 


‘the Intélligence chief. 


. “The scenery itself steals 
‘the show. Most of the film 
takes place in. what. would 
-certainly appear to be Prague 


HE two British arrivals 
: yesterday on a circuit’ ” 


nufes. - 
~ Chief Inspector Johanoe ,...Nigel Patrick * 


! Ralph Thomas's nimble guid- 


The Casts ae 


AGENT 8%, screetplay by Lukas Heller? - 
directed by Ralph Thomas; produced by 
Betty E. Box; released by Walter 
Roade-Sterting, inc.» through Continental 
Distributing. At neighborhood theaters. 
Running time: 98 minutes, s 


‘ Nicolas Whistlef ...seerees ‘Dirk Bogarde + 


Vlasta Simenova 
Colone! Cunlifte Robert Morley * 
Slmcenova .....++ ..Leo MeKern , 
JOSE aceeereneeeer agen ene Roger Delgado 


Sylva Koscina 


by, Alun Falconer, based on a novel: 
by’ Douglas, Warner; “directed by Ke 


n 
Annakin; produced by William McQuitty ~ 


and released by Continental Distribut- 
ing. At neighborhood théafers. Running 
dimes, 105, minut ‘ 


Charlie Ruskin 4.....+.+,,..Colin Blakely 


BiSIE sae 
Bertie Hoyle . 


» LOOM Sale wie ee eeeeneeeen ees Frank Finlay 
1 dim RUSKIN ceceereeeceeae Jolin Cowley 
Superintendent Bestwick ..Harry Andrews 

iMary Johnnoe .......Catherine Woodville 


itself, which is splendidly pic- 


~turesque in excellent color. - 
The scenery also includes - 


Sylva Koscina, who appeared 


-in' “Prom Russia With Love.” . 


Leo MecKern, as her father, is |. 
also. an alumnus of. Bond. 


ance, is frightfully avch and 
coy, except the chase finale. . 


; On the other hand, “Under-. 
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“head-on and direct as a loco- 


‘Agat £5 


” 


’ world Informers!’ is as grimy, . 


motive—a cheap one, granted. « 


This low-budget melodrama, 


starring Nigel Patrick, is.’ 
pasically pulp-fiction | stuff, : 
telling how a framed Scot---: 


‘land Yard sleuth clears out a |; - 
nest of London underworld- : 
: KN lings. ~ ; ; 
UNDERWORLD INFORMERS, screenplay |‘ A 


o " 
This “unimportant film has 


_three solid attributes: the -; 


all the characters into a- 


_ churning whirlpool, and two 


nifty performances by Colin 


“Blakely, as.a revengeful junit : 


_kin, has done a good job. 


ture that at.least makes no 
‘pretenses, |. = ap eal 


*.. HOWARD 


THOMPSON: 
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“ hey’re all good, in fact,.. 
films. The whole thing, under ‘good “and “tough in this 
_, Straight forward little pic-: 


Sn. dealer, and Margaret Whiting, | 
as a flinty prostitute. There's . 
‘a marvelous: bit involving a ! 
curious cat and a crucial key - 
that Hitchcock would drool’ 
over. The director, Ken Anna- ; 
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